European mathematics during the XVth century Istituto Nazionale di alta matematica, Cortona, Italy, June 24–28, 1991 by Pepe, Luigi
206 MEETINGS HM 19 
the progress of mathematical research in this period, and also the role of mathematicians in teaching 
and in holding public offices. 
The following lectures were delivered: 
C. MACCAGNI (Genoa): Le Matematiche applicate tra Medioevo e Rinascimento 
M. FOLKERTS (Munich): The Algebra in Germany in the XVth Century 
A. ALLARD (Louvain): La nature et la diffusion des methodes de Calcul indien dans I’Occident medieval 
du XIIe au XVe siecle 
H. BUSARD (Venlo): The Adelardian Tradition in the Middle Ages 
E. GIUSTI (Florence): L’algebra di Piero della Francesca 
J. FIELD (London): Piero della Francesca: His Perspective 
M. DALAI EMILIANI (Genoa): Per una nuova filologia de1 disegno geomatrico rinascimentale: I’imma- 
gine dei poliedri platonici da Piero della Francesca a Leonardo 
J. CASANOVAS (Vatican City): Le tavole astronomiche 
S. DI PASQUALE (Florence): Note sui Ludi matematici di L. B. Alberti 
R. FRANCI (Siena): Scuole, maestri e trattati d’abaco nel Quattrocento 
L. PEPE (Ferrara): Note sull’insegnamento delle matematiche nelle Universita italiane nel Quattrocento 
Contributed lectures: 
G. DERENZINI (Genoa): La biblioteca di Bessarione 
G. C. CIFOLLETTI (Paris): Un’esposizione bibliografica della Bibliotheque nationale 
P. FREGUGLIA (Siena): La determinazione di ?r nella Practica Geometriae de1 Fibonacci: Corrispon- 
denze in codici de1 XV secolo 
The Babbage/Faraday Bicentenary Conference 
Cambridge University, England, July 5-7, 1991 
By I. Grattan-Guinness 
Middlesex Polytechnic, Enfield, Middlesex EN3 4SF, England 
The British Society for the History of Mathematics, The British Society for the History of Science, 
and the Newcomen Society jointly mounted a conference at Saint John’s College and the Engineering 
Laboratory, Cambridge University, from 5 to 7 July 1991, to celebrate the bicentenaries of the births 
of Charles Babbage and Michael Faraday. No proceedings will be prepared, but abstracts of all talks 
are published in the October 1991 issue of the Transactions of the Newcomen Society. Written versions 
of some talks may appear in the journal literature in due course. 
The following talks dealt with Babbage: 
I. GRATTAN-GUINNESS: The Analytical Society and Babbage’s Mathematical Research 
M. CAMPBELL-KELLY: Babbage’s Mathematical Tables 
M. B. HALL: The Scientist in Societies 
D. R. CARLING: Babbage’s railway dynamometer cars 
M. T. WRIGHT: Building the Difference Engine: Workshop Practice and Capability in Babbage’s Day 
J. V. CONNOLLY: Building the Difference Engine: The Engineer’s View 
M. V. WILKES: Babbage’s Life and Personality (followed by a performance by the Sawston Players of 
a short play by Wilkes entitled ‘Pray Mr. Babbage’) 
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C. J. D. ROBERTS: Babbage’s First Difference Engine 
D. SWADE: The Construction of Babbage’s Second Difference Engine 
A. BROMLEY: Babbage’s Analytical Engine 
0. I. FRANKSEN: Babbage’s Cryptography 
Financial help was received from the London Mathematical Society and the Royal Society, and for 
the play from the Association of Computing Machinery. The talk by Swade dealt with the recent 
completion of Difference Engine No. 2, which was formally inaugurated at the Science Museum in 
London on 27 June. 
The International Conference on the History of Mathematics 
and Education in History of Mathematics 
Baotou, Inner Mongolia, The People’s Republic of China, August 9-14, 1991 
By Frank J. Swetz 
The Pennsylvania State University, Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057 
This conference was held under the sponsorship of the Institute for the History of Science, Inner 
Mongolia Normal University, and organized by its Director, Li Di, and his staff. More than 50 presenta- 
tionsweregiveneitherasplenarylecturesorascontributions tooneoffivesymposia: TheCulturalHistory 
of Mathematics; Education in the History of Mathematics; Euclid’s Elements; History of Mathematics in 
the World; and History of Mathematics of China. The plenary lectures were as follows: 
BAI SHANGSHU (Beijing): The Chinese Names for [Euclid’s] Elements and Resulting Problems 
I. SCHNEIDER (Munich): The History of Mathematics: Its Aims, Effects and Forecasts 
LING HONGSHUN (Guijang): The Study on the Mathematical History of the Shui Nationalities 
G. AUJAC (Toulouse): The Text Book on Spherics in Antiquity and the Middle Ages 
J. FRIBERG (Goteberg): Traces of Babylonian Mathematics in Diophantus’ Arithmetica 
M. R. WILLIAMS (Calgary): The EDVAC: Success and Failure in an Early Computer Design 
F. SWETZ (Harrisburg): Why Research the History of Mathematics? 
Some principal symposium presentations were: 
K. YOKOCHI (Tokyo): Cultural History of a Drawing Method and Its Meaning for Mathematics 
Education 
LI DI (Huhhot): The Literary Problems in the Mathematical Works of the Ming Dynasty in China 
K. D. GRAF (Berlin): Powerful Means in Mathematics and Computer Science Education: Mathematical, 
Logical, Mechanical and Other Roots of Computer Science in History 
CAI WEI (Lanzhou): From the Sunzi Arithmetic Classic to the Dunhuang Arithmetic Classics 
Guo SHIRONG (Huhhot): The Role of Mathematics to Agriculture in Ancient Times 
MO DE (Huhhot): The Development of Geometrical Thinking Before Euclid 
WEI BAOHUA (Huhhot): A Primary Study of Wu-Jing San-Shu 
SUWADY SEDEN AND SARENTUYA (Tongliao): The Earliest Mongol Work on Trigonometry-the Eight 
Lines Table 
FENG LISHENG (Huhhot): On the Origins of Magic Squares in Ancient China 
